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Asa BE. Matthews the First 
Comptroller of the Treasury, was 
born in Pike County, lll., Mareh 
92,4, 1833 and was educated first 


~ - 
* 


at Lebanan, then at Illinois Col- 
lege and finally studied law with 
Miltou Hay, being admitted to the 
bar in 1858, commencing bis prac- 
tice at Fittsfield as partner of this 
ventleman. At the oatbreak of 
the Civil War be joined the 99th 
Infantry regiment as captain and 
was at the assult’ on Vicksburg in 
1565, where his regiment lost more 
than a boandred men_ killed or 
wounded. His superior officers 
were wounded early in the day and 
Captain Matthews took command 
of the regiment, leading it close 
io the enemy’s works, planting its 
colors on their breastworks, when 
later on the Union liné was driven 
back, it saved the day by a desper- 
ate charge. Col. Matthews was fre- 
quently detailed on duty upon the 
staff of Grant, Sherman and other 
great commanders. After the war 
he settled in Lilinois and became 
connected with the Internal Reven- 
ue service, he was also a member of 
the Thirtieth and Thirty-first Gen- 
eral assembly, leaviog behind him 
a good record. He was afterwards 
Judge of the Eleventh Circuit, 
where he dispensed justice inp an 
eflicient and popular way. 


NEGRO LEADERSHIP. 


WHAT THE RACE NEED. PRESENT 


LEADERSHIP A FAILURE. -SUCII 
LEADERS AS NAT TURNER AND 
JOHN BROWN WANTED. THE QUES- 
TI N DISCUSSED. 


iditor of the Bre: 

Permit me to say @ word in 
connection with the subject of 
“Oac Leaders,” which appeared ip 
your issue of last week. The infer- 
elice lo be drawa from a diseussion 
of tlis very interesting and impor- 
fant topic is, that we are in need of 
aieader, Many will say that we 
lave now all the leaders we re- 
jure, having in mind that class of 


len who have foisted themselves 


upon us as such. But as I under- 
stund the question, we have po 
such leaders as the times and our 
condition demand. It is true-we 
lave now and have had sihes 
einincipation a class of men who 
have given themselves the title of 
leaders, bat who are in the true 
selse, as devoid of the essential 
qialities of leaders, as they are 
licking in honesty and good judg- 
This self-styled leader is a 
who believes that if chance 
wud demagogaery should place him 
0 Possession of certain forces, they 
should be used to advance his per- 
sonal Interests, and, if, through 
‘cil conceit and bad management 
Le should fail in the consummation 
of any of his supposed deep-laid 
schemes, he is ready to lay the 
Klume to any other cause than his 
stupidity. Hecau see no in- 
‘crests Outside bis own, for he has 
Hole. Being ignorant,  sell-spin- 
‘ouated or both, he does not recog- 


ie the rights of others, neither 
vil he accredit his followers with 


common sense. To him 
-hey are fools and tools. “That they 
‘tay have hkes and dislikes nev 
enter bis mind. He has but on 
aim in lite—self-exaltation. He 
— not the wishes of those he 
‘cs to lead, bat moves along 
hes self-satisfied air worthy of a 
He is diseased with 
palm or dollarphobia ; 
is marked on a sliding 
‘© ready and will accept 
trom a dollar toa petty 
Tinciple is a foreign ele- 
‘0 Make up aud does not 

‘T 1uto any of his acts. He has 


ASA C. MATTHEWS. | 


down 


his uamanly behavior, He spends 
no restless or sleepless nights be- 
cause he has not succeeded in all 
of his schemes, so long as he can 
add something to ths receipts of 
the previous day. He is a prolific 
animal to be found in every walk 
of life from.the professions down. 
He has many amusing and ques. 
tionable ways of making himself 
known. 
Sumetimes, he 1s called to preach, 
and the rot and trash that he 
gives vent to, soon convinces his 
hearers that the eall was issued by 


ing to expound the law or rather 
what he thinks is law. He will 
discuss diplomatic questions with a 
glibness that will make you dizzy. 
He may be a learned (corn) doctor, 
having graduated from his own 
school of mediciue. But above all, 
he is a politician. Now, if there is 
any one thing be does (not) under- 
stand, it is politics. He will stop 
you ow the corner or in the middle 
of the street, in a drenching rain to 
discuss the situatiou.in your state 
rather than his own; he will tell 
you how to carry your county, al 
theugh he has never done anything 
notable in bhisown. Heis a great 
organizer of immense influence, 
whose borrowed speeches are de 
claimed with a calmness and self- 
possession that would reflect credit 
on Capt. Kidd. He- carries the 
votes of nations in his vest pocket, 
and while he fails to deliver — 
as per. contract, will nevertheless, 
succeed in putting money in his 
pocket because of his~native brass. 
and lying tongue, together witb 
tricks honest men would scorn. : 
This curious and contemptible 
animal is much sought after by 
those who desire to retard the 
progress of the Negro. These so-. 
called leader's are as soft clay in 
the hands of those who claim this 
to be a white man’s government.. 
They are ever ready to render any 
questionable service to their mas. 
ters, providing they get a few 
crumbs from under the political. 
table. 
ing, grinning and pleading to some 
poor white man who they. suppose 
will have something to give, or 
who..théy imagine bas a ‘pull.” 
They are not confined to this city, 
but are to be found all over the 
country. You cannot band them 
together aud have them agree up- 
ou a sing’e important issue affect- 
ing the welfare of the race. If one 
of them should apply for a position, 
two or three of the others will form 
a combination to defeat the first. 
Call them together in conference, 
they will all waut to be presiding 
officer. Should there be any special 
honor to be conferred, they wil all 
demand it. And so it goes on to 
the end of the chapter. The small. 
ness of our leaders (?) is so fla- 
grant and humiliating, that the 
young men and women of the pres- 
ent day are in a quandary as to 
what is best to be dowe. These s)- 
called leaders, not satisfied with 
having enriched themselves 
at the expense and honor of 
the race, are «as greedy for office 
to-day, and just as determined, so, 
far as they are concerned, to keep 
the rising and = aspiring 
young man, as» they were twenty 
years ago. They seem to have 
lost all shame and self respect. 
They stand before us to-day a men- 
ace to our progress, a fearful warn- 
ing aud a lesson. 
I believe in true leaders, The 
time never was so ripe as the pres- 
ent for a man of proper metal. 
The results of the war are being 
fought over on the fields of politics 
and literature. What was ac- 
complished with the musket mast 
be perpetuated by a shoulder to 
shoulder fight. We,need a bold, 
honest and fearless leader, who 
places principle high above all 
other considerations, and who val. 
ues the honor ot his race as he 
does his own life. Race pride and 
love of race are as indispensable 
qualities as breadth of soal, far 
sightedness aud an indomitable 
will. Office getting should be the 
last thought to enter his mind. * 
When Nat Turner rebelled 
against the tyranny of his master, 
is heart and soul were filled with 
orrow for bis brothers in bondage, 
and he was willing to die that they 
might be free. The slave_ who 
climbed to the top of the pire of 
St. Michael’s and with his bare 
hands dashed to the ground the 
batuing brand, was offered gold as 
compensation. With folded arms 
and flashing eyes be said in stento- 


rian tones,— 
‘You may keep your gold, I scorn 


it, but auswer me ye who can, 


no qualms of conscience because ot 


himself. You will find him attempt- | 


Tirey are to be seen fawn: | 


be not. the deed of a may!” _ 
_ John Brown, while not of 4s, 
died for:us. He was a man of un- 


| daunted courage and great princi- 


ple. We cannot forget him. And 
the Negro who undertakes to guide 
and place hisraee on a plane of 
equality before the nations of the 
world, must have the courage and 
convictions that lead to great deeds. 
For such a man we are ready; to 
such a leader a great and glorious 
future is before him. And when 
bis labors shall have been comple- 
ted, and. he shall have taken. his 
place with the immortal dead, not 
only our race, but nations will lay 
tributes on his tomb, upon each of 
which will be emblazoned in letters. 
of gold, ‘‘Savior.” 


June 29, 89. 


— 


B.K. BRUCE FOR MAR- 
New York Tribune, Washington Special. : 


The office of District marsbal 
has quite an interesting history, 
Prior to the war it was filled by 
District men. P:esident Pierce ap- 
pointed Jovah D Heover, an old 
resident of the District; John Sel- 
den was appeinted by President 
Buchanan to succeed him. Presi- 
dent Lincoln -was the first Presi- 
dent to go out of the District fora 
marshal, and: in the stirring days 
ot the rebellion Ward H. Lamon, of 
West Virginia, who had beena 
law partner of Mr. Lincolu’s ad-| 
ministered marshal’s affairs. When 
President Jehnson came in he 
appointed David 8S. Gooding, of 
indiana, who served until Presi- 
dent Grant appointed his brotoer- 
in-law, Gen. Geo. Sharp to the of- 
fice. President Hayes appointed 
Frederick Douglass, who was at 
that time a voter in Rochestra, 
Mr. Hayes also relieved Mr. 
Douglass of the performance of any 
social duties, and Col. Rockwell, 
who was snperintendent of public 
buildings and grounds, was detail- 
ed. for that duaty...President Gar 
field made Mr, Douglass recorder 
of Deeds and appointed Charles F. 
Henry, an old classmate, marshal, 
just before the beginning of the 
second star route trial. President 
Arthur appointed Clayton McMi- 
chael, and once usore transfered 
the performance of certain social 
duties, such as the formal iptroduc- 
tion at the White House receptions 
tu the marsbal, from whom they 
had beeu taken by Mr. Hayes. 
President Cleveland appvinted A. 
A. Wilson, the first District man 
since the war, but again took the 
social duties away fiom the office, 
and following Mr. Hayes’ example, 
transferred them to the comm s 
misiouer of public buildings and 
grounds. Mr, Wilsou, stills bold 
the office. Among the candidates 
I hear mentioned forthe place, 
most prominent just now, is ex- 
Senator Bruce, of Mississippi, one 
of the leaders’ of the colored race, 
and to allintents and purpo:es a 
resident of the District. : 


EX-SCHOOL TRUSTEE 
SMITH. 


HIS UNGRAMATICALLY CONSTRUCTED 
LETiER HE THREATENS 
POSE HIS CLIENT BY WHOM HE 
WAS PAID ASAN ATTORNEY. HE 
NEEDS TO STUDY GRAMMAR. WHAT 
THE HOWARD LAW PROFESSOR 
SAYS TO US. 


James H, Smith, 
Attorney & Counselor at Law, 
Room 22, Le Droit Building, 

Wash., D. C, Jane 19th 1889 
Wm C Chase Esq di 
Sir. 

I see’ a disposition on your 
part, in the Jast publication of your 
paper to reflect upon me ib the 
matter [ répresent before. the 
Coramissioners about - the Schools 
You also suggest that I had bet- 
ter attend to my business end let 
the Schools alone, You have fuar- 
ther stated, ‘‘s0 I have been ad- 
vised that you are g ung to tear. 
my head off in your next is3ue, 

[ had supposed wi b your past 
ex perience that you bad about 
enough of using, or attempting 
to use your paperas an Kngrne of 
abuse,.It you have not enough, 
dont let anyihing | can say in the 
least retard y: ur purpose. | 


| want to say this very frankly 


I de not intend to let youor any 


| | 
It the deed I have done before you 


}said in this letter stop you go 


THE WASHINGTON CADETS 


TO EX-; 


WASHINGTON, D. SATURDAY, JUNE 29 1889, 


flect upon me or my motives. 

I have said to you repeatedly 
thatif I was a public officer my 
officiil acts were. properly the sub- 
ject of le zitim ite ‘criticism, and I 
would make no complaint; but 
as a private cit zen You. nor any 
one else have anyright whatever 
to drag me into your newspapers. 
You do not understand anything 
whatever about my positiven on 
this school matter—-my _ letters 
filed with the Commisgione:s are 
he best evidence of that. Iam 
attorney Yepreeenting certain 
people who believe they are enti. | 
tled to appointment and as their 
attorney [um going to exert my 
best efforts in their behalf, I 
have no fight with Mr, G-egory 
or any other trustee except so far 
as they are affected by the posi- 
tion I take on beha!f of my clients. 


trustee, so dwt let that worry 
you. 
Now 
say this to you, .You are one of 
the few men who cun least afford 
to seek trouble with me, because 
you are not in the position where 
you can safely do it. I enclose a 
copy of .a paper which p2rhaps 


as follows. 
* 

‘‘The editor of the Bex is more 
honorable than Mr. Smith. He will 
not expose his client as he threat- 
ens to do by publishing the note 
referred to by him This is what 
we call a modern lawyer If it 
becom«s necces:ary to publish the 
instrument, he calls our atteution 
to, we shall do so But we don’t 


a8 he wishes us ‘to Go.” 

1 simply call this to your mem-~ 
ory, Yon will rememb-.r how ev- 
ery ove wondered why you turn— 
ed ac mplete som:rsault in that 
matter, | knew .he reason better 
than any one else except yourself 


with me dont let anything I have 


right abead. I dont waut any 

trouble with you and therefore 

give you timely notice. 
| Respectfuly 


James Il Smi 


AMUSEMENTS. 


——EXCURSION TO—— 


COLLINWOOD 
Beach. 
CORPS, 


Take great pleasyre in announcing 
to their friends and the public, 


grounds and the fast and popular 
STEAMER PILOT BOY, Capt. J. R. 


at this beautiful and popalar resort. 
THURSDAY JULY THE 41a, ’89. 


The Pilot Boy will leave her 
wharf foot of 7th St., on her first 
trip at 9’oclock in the morning. Re- 
turning will leave same place at 
1 o’clock in the afternoon. The 
last Boat will leave the wharf at 
6 o’clock p, m., for the Beach. All 
will be returned in time to catgh 
the cars for their homes. There 
will be Music on the Boat and 
grounds, 


‘Viekets - 50cts. 


_ Mr. E. Murray the popular Cat- 
erer will have charge of the dibing 
room and confectionary on the 
grounds and steamer. The men- 


attention and preeipnce in all pro 
per enjoyment and pleasure and 
provides for order and decorum on 
the grounds and Steamer. 


Shallenber,er’s A tidote for Malaria 
is tue cheapest rem:-dy inthe world in 
proportion to the work it does, | esause 
itise:rtain to cure eyen the wors cass 
if taken prop rly. One bottle of thirty 
plis will cure any «rdinary. case, and 
oue dose will stop the chills, but a num- 
ber of doses and a [ittle time are required 
to drivé all Malaria irom the system. 
Sold by Druggi-t, 


If you want to prevent your hydrant. 
from oveaflowing «und filling the celler, 
dou’t pay your water tax. take the money 


vate writing misrepresent or re- 


one in a public newspaper or pri-} 


Iam nota Candidate for School) 


in govclusion 1 want to 


you may have forgotten It reads 


think it is fair to expo-e his client | 


{f you are spviling for trouble | 


that they have engaged the above s 


Spransy, for all day and evening, 


agement assures its patrons, polite | 


an? buy a New Home Sewing Machine | 
and the New Home Company will war-| 


|\CUT-PRICK SALE IN FOO), 


Infants’ Button, regular price 40c, ; now 23cts. 

Intants’ good quality, regular price 50c.; now 89 cts. 

Child’s Spring Heels, 4.7, regular price 60cta.; now 89 ccs. 

 Child’s Spring heels, 8-L1, regular price $1; now 68c.. 

Cifild’s better quality Spring heels, 8:11, regular: price, $1.20; now 6o9c. 

Ladies’ French Dong., all shapes, regular price, 400; now $3.15. 

500 pairs Ladies’ French Dong., hand-made shoes, all sizes and widths, 
regular price 4,00; choice $2.40. 

Boy’s and Youth’s Shoes in all styles, reduced from 98¢ to $1.50, former 
prices 25c, and per pair more. 

Getit’s Calf Shoes, régular price $2.50 all shapes; now $1.75. | 

Gent’s Calf Shoes, all shapes and sizes, free from naite and tacks, regu- 
lar price $3.50; now $2.48. | g 

Old Gent’s Brea Poe and Solid Comfort Shoes, all solid calt skin, reg- 
ular price $2.50 to $3.50; now $1.75 to $2.50. | | : 

Ladies’ Hand-made Kuit Slippers , all colors and Lamb’s wool soles, reg- 
olar price $1.00 ; cut prices 50c. 

‘These are great bargains. Call and see them. 


Trunk: Department. | 


We keep coustantly on hand a fall supply of tranks of allt discription, 
and are now selling'them at the lowest prices, Tranks of all 
sizes at a percentage lower than elsewhere. 


ment. 


BOSTON SHOE 


GOLDSTEIN, Proprietor. 


912 SEVENTH STRERT, N. W.,*BET.1& EF oT. 


FOR LADIES WEAR: 


READY MADE DRESSES!” For ladies and children, Wrappies 
Cloaks and Underwear. Or any garment made ‘to order on one ‘ 
~ . days notice. For style and fit we are supreme and wecannot 
be undersold. 
derwear, etc.. we guarantee a save of 25 percent. 


“We Want Your Trade.’’. 


And we guarantee satisfaction. All we ask of you is to'call as we feel a 
pride to show our goods” and consider it nv trouble. Remember the 
place and number. | , 


Manufacturing Establishment, 
“ 918 7th St..n.w. HERZOGS OLD STAND. 


PHOTOGRAPHER. 


Makes a Specia'ty of Fine Work 


PRICES ALWAYS MODERATE. 


(ICU LAR ATTENTIUN TO THIS CLASS WORK 


905 Penn. Avenue n.w. 


AND 


ALMENT 


wil! have” no water. 


rant the Machine and guarantee that you| | 


Call and Inspect Our Trunk -Depart- 


In our Dry Goods, Hosiery, Gents Un- 
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